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THE GHOST WHO WALKS

We hope you envoy the adventure within these pages, what a 
genuine privilege to be part of this celebration.

I like many of you have read comics 

most of my young and adult life. For me 

personally it has always been the 

classics to have the deepest impact, 

inspired by myths and legends, yet 

steeped in realism.

The Ghost Who Walks, it took 8 Panels 

to make that phrase synonymous with 

one of the most iconic heroes of the 

last century. A swashbuckling 

adventure of piracy, villainy, heroism, 

family and responsibility. A purest view 

of a hero, one who does it knowing 

there is no victory in their life time. But 

a lie, he is no ghost and what a 

beautiful lie made with purpose, to 

always have his enemies on edge, 

afraid and cowardly. 

Now here we are, eighty years since the 

great Lee Falk shared the Phantom with 

us. Said to be inspired by characters of the 

jungle with skill like Tarzan, a sense or 

right from mythological heroes like King 

Arthur, but with tights like Robin Hood, and 

lastly the blank eyes inspired by stone 

busts. A simple idea that gave the 

phantom his supernatural look that 

although outrageous at the time, has since 

inspired generations of superheroes and 

imagination.

The Phantom has undoubtedly been a 

defining influence on the comic industry. 

But it is more than a piece of work, it has 

been fun, fantasy and adventure to all who 

have read it. Ended the first strip we are 

greeted with Next Week – High Adventure. 

BY DAVID WILLIAMS













Leon "Lee" Falk created two of the most successful and longest-running 
action-adventure strips in the history of comic art: Mandrake the Magician 
and The Phantom. Falk was born in St. Louis in 1911. He was a graduate of 
the University of Illinois. He spent four years writing copy and directing radio 
shows for an advertising agency in St. Louis. Once he was comfortably 
situated as the producer of two of the most sensationally successful features 
in daily newspapers, Falk took to globetrotting. 

For many years, the adventures of both The Phantom and Mandrake the 
Magician were as often as not set to paper in hotel rooms in one of the 
world's great capitals. The inexhaustible stories continued to come one after 
another even as World War II intervened. Immediately after Pearl Harbor was 
attacked, the patriotic Falk took on duties in secret intelligence operations 
with the O�ceof War Information and became chief of its radio foreign 
language division. In 1944, Falk enlisted in the United States Army.

Up until the time of his death in 1999, the 
expert storyteller still roamed every corner of 
the globe and continued to mastermind the 
daily and Sunday newspaper adventures of 
both The Phantom and Mandrake the 
Magician.

The Creator behind 
the legend... LEE FALK











King Features Syndicate, owned by the Hearst Corporation, was founded in 
1914 by William Randolph Hearst. Since its founding, King Features has 
become a premier distributor of 150 comic strips, newspaper columns, 
editorial cartoons, puzzles and games in print and online to nearly 5,000 
newspapers worldwide.

King Features covers the world with informative, entertaining features for 
today's readers. Among its most beloved and successful classic characters 
are; Popeye the Sailor Man, Olive Oyl and Betty Boop. It also represents 
some of the most recognizable global brands, including Flash Gordon,
The Phantom and Hägar the Horrible.

King debuted its first digital service on January 12 1998, which was named 
DailyINK in 2004. In 2008 a newer version, Comics Kingdom, was launched.

King Features has syndicated more that 200 di�erent comics through its 
100year history. A raft of licenses have launched special anniversary 
products celebrating 80 years of King Features' The Phantom.

Presently, there is an estimated 113 million loyal readers in the United 
States and millions worldwide. President T.R “Rocky” Shepard and editor 
     Brendan Burford continue a tradition of   
     providing quality entertainment to readers.
     Brendan Burford continue a tradition of   
     providing quality entertainment to readers.

BY SINEAD O'NEIL

100 Years of King Features Syndicate







In the jungle of 
Bangalla there is one 
even the mightiest of 

beasts fear.

He is a Devil.

Devil come, 
Where have you 
been? We have 
work to do.

The Wolf 

Who Walks

Story By John O'Reilly
Pencils By David McDonagh
Inks/Colours/Lettering by 

Ashwin Chacko





All proceeds from the sale of this book 

have been donated to Temple Street 

Hospital, Crumlin Hospital and 

Tallaght Hospital’s Children’s Ward.

giving back to 
the community
saves lives.




